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Mr. BARNARD: Probably there is a dif-
ferent type of unemployed in my distriet
from that found elsewhere. I do, however,
earnestly hope that consideration will he
given to the matter to which J have referred,
and that the position will soon be relieved.
Although every member who has spoken on
the Address-in-reply has referred to unem-
ployment the Qovernment do not seem te be
in any way forward with the problem, nor
do they seem to be making available the
necessary relief works for the employment
of these men. I hope that when the debate
on the Address-in-reply is concluded, at per-
haps no distant date, an improvement will be
effected to a very unpleasant state of things.

On motion by Mr. Withers, debate ad-
journed,

House adjourned at 10.11 p.a.

Rcgislative Counctl,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—STATE INSURANCE
OFFICE.

Hon. A. LOVEKIX asked the Chief See-
vetary: 1, What was the total amount of
premiums received from all sources by the
State Insurrnce Ofiice during the year ended
30th June, 1925 2, What was the amounn!
of claims paid and ountstanding during the
sume period? 3, What was the amount of
preminms veceived in respect of workers’
compensiation and employers’ liahility?
What was the amonnt of claims paid and
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outstanding in respect of same? 5, What
was the cost of conducting the office, in-
cluding salaries, commissions, medical ex-
penses, and all other charges? 6, What per-
centage did the medical fees and charge:
under the Workers' Compensation Act bear
to (a) the premiums received, and (b) the
compensation paid or payable?! 7, Awe
polivies issned by the State oflice subject to
stamp duty?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
£172,721; 2, £140,619; 3 £160,861; 4,
£143,676; b, £4,395; 6, (a) 19.3 per cent.,
(h) 21.6 per cent.; 7, Yes.

QUESTION—STATE LARQOUR BUREAU.

Houn. H, SEDDOXN asked the Chief See-
vetary: 1, What was the number of appli.
vants for employment at the State Labour
Rurean for each montb during the year
ended 30th June, 19287 2, What numblers
were engazed each montk (a) by Govern
ment departments, (h) by municipal anth-
orities, (¢) by other employers?

The CHIEY SECRETARY replied: I
produce a return giving the information de-.
sired by the hon. member.

The Chief Secretary laid the return on the
Table.

QUESTION—RAILWAY HAULAGE,

_ TON-MILE COST.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY asked the Chiei
Seeretary: 1, What was the cost per ton-
mile on the Government railways for goods
und hvestoek during eaeh year from 1924

to 19297 2, What was the cost per ton-mile
for wheat traliic during each of the same
vears?

The CHIEY SECRETARY replied: 1, It
i» not practieable to take out aetual vost ol
haulage per tow-mile, but the reccipts per
ton-mile for all goods tratfic hauled during
the years mentioned were: 1929, 1.71 penee:
1928, 1.7G pence; 1927, 1.82 pence; 1926,
1.91 peuce; 1025, 1.90 pence; 1924, 1.95
pence; and n< over the =ix years the rail-

wavs just more than paid their wny.
it is reasonable to assome that an
average of the above would approxi.
mate the actual cost per tone-mile for

the hanlage of all de<eriptions of goods. 2,
Answered hy No. 1. The averace receipts
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per ton-mile for the earriage of wheant- -
which being bulk tratie is not as expensive
to haul as trallic in smaller guantities—dur-
ing the six years were as follows: 1924, 101
pence; 1U28, 1.02 pence; 1927, 1.05 penecc;
192G, 111 pence; 1925, 106 pwnce; 124
1.04 pence.

QUESTION—WHITE CITIES, PERTI
AND GOLDFIELDS.

Iion, H. SEDDON asked tiw (hief Sec-
retary: 1, On what date woere i tructions
irsued for the eclosing of White Uity in {h:
metropolilan area? 2, Were ~imilar instrue-
tions alsu issued for the closing of While
City on lbe goldtields? 3, If so, when? 4,
When were the instruetions in the latter
case rercinded’ 5, If they have not bee:
rescinded; why is this institution allowed to
continue, and why the discrimination?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
20th May, 1929. 2, No. J, Answered by
No. 2. 4, Answered by No. 2. 5, The re-
quest for the closure of White City was
confined to the Perth institution.

QUESTION—LOAN EXPENDITURE,
1928.9.

Hon, H. SEDDOXN asxked the Chiet Sec-
retary: YWhat was the Loan Expenditure
for the vear ended 30th June, 19207

The CHIEF SECRUTARY
£4,372,269 3s. 9d.

replied :

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. G. W. Miles, leave of
ahsence for three consecutive sittings granted
to Hon. J. J. Holmes { North) on the ground
of urgent private hunsiness.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh Day.

Debate resumed trom the previous day.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West)
[4.38]: At the outset I desire to associ-
ate myself with remarks which have been
voiced by numerous members regarding the
pleasure we feel in having you, Mr. Presi-
dent, once more back with us, and at the
same time to express appreciation of the ser-
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vices yon rendered to the State while yuu
were abroud. Favourably known as you ar:
in the Empire’s home, I feel that any ob-
servutions woich you lelt cailed upen to
make would be received with a greal denl
of respect, and I am certain that in that
way youu have rewdeved a service that it I3
not giver to every mewber to render. 1
also wish to acknowledge the kindly re-
marks made concerning me by Mr, Hall ard
other members during the debate yester-
duy. @ r<hali uot follow the lead of other
speekers in stating that the Governor's
Speech is a thing altogether devoid of sub-
stance, Lhat it is all husk and no kernel.
In fuct, I do not know that there is any
stundavd by which an Governor's Bpeceh i-
to be measured. It the ideal is a brief 1e-
cupitulation of & nnmber of things that we
already know, such as the fact that we have
bad good rains, or that ihe price of wheat
fell and rose again, or that the finances of
the State are & sowrve of satisfaction, I
should say this is an excellent Speech. Bux
if' it should be reguwrded as an exposition of
ihe Government's iufentivns for the session,
and as an imdication of what we may ex.
pect them to do and of what we will be
expected to do, then I should say the Speech
is disappointing.  Inspiration ean frequeru-
I he gained from retrospect, and the sawme
thing applies to incentive, [ am inclined
to suy that inspirvation will be much mor:
engendered hy a few references to worthy
obrjects, an:l to aims and aspirstions which
the Government have for the befterment of
the countyy. While it is always pleasing to
look lack over the achievements of the past,
[ for oue take the viewpoint that in a
Speech of this deseription we should have
imore initiative and less retrospeet; that we
should have less self-adulation, and a litti:
less inelination to hask in the reflected gloey
of work done hy ofher people in the past

Hon. ¥, H. Gray: It is a good thing o
have some glory to bask in.

Hon, W. J. MANN: [t is the glory not
so much of the Government as of the peopi..
Some of us were taught that condensativn
is the art of heing coneise. Applyinz that
old maxim to the Speech, we ecan congratu-
late onrselves on having somewhere amongst
us an artist in condensation. T refer par-
ticularly to that part of the Governor’s
Speech which deals with the centenary—a
line and s half, covering 20 words, bheins
devoted to & highly important suhject, In
my humble opinion the compilers of the
Speech lost a very fine opportunity indeed
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of puiting on record some recognition of
the labours of the people in Western Aus-
tralia during the past hundred years. A
ventenary is one of those things that do ot
recur for 2 long time, and I suppose it is
not much wuse saying that we hope this
Speech will not be taken as a precedent.
Nevertheless, une may express a pious hope
which may go Jown to posterity, that when
the mext centenary rolis round, those re-
sponsible for the Governor’s Speech will
rise lo the oceasion and contribute some-
thing worthy of the State and worthy of
the work doue in the past.

Hon, E. H. Gray: You are looking a long
way ahead.

Hon. W. J. MANN: T have acknowledged
that & eentenary comes only onse every lhun-
dred vears. 'The Government have missed th~
opporlunity on this occasion. ILet us pray
the opportunity may not be missed when
we shall have long returned to the dust.
There seems 1o be much doubt as fo whet
influence onr spirits may be permitted to
exercise on mundane affairs; and if we ean-
not do it in the spivit in time to come, lot
us now express sur hope that in a hundred
veard time somebedy will produre some-
thing, as I have suid, worthy of the State.
I want first of all to congratulate those whn
are enzared in the wheat-produeing indi=-
try on the recovery thut has taken place
recently. Unfortunately, there secms to be
at the . moment another liitle wave of
depres<ion, but 1 am oplimistic enough to
helieve that it is only temporary, and
will shority disappear. I think this fall
in the price of wheat should be a very
good lesson to all those controlling the af-
fairs of State, hoth Staie and Federal, to
take stock of the actual position and se:
that any factors likely to retard production
in this respeet ave wiped away. The whent-
producing industry is subject to a grea
deal of disadvantage. Other members hav-
dealt at length with some of those disad-
vantages und 1 do not intend this afternoon
to go into them:. But there are a number
of eonvineing factors to whieh those who
have the government in their hands should
turn their attention. Tn the Speech, refer
ence is made to the diminished wool elin
Here again T feel that stoek should be taken
of the position and that whatever assistanec
ean be viven to those engaged in this very
important industry shonll be promptly ren-
dered. T nolice in the Speech no reference
to the production of wool and sheep in the
Sonth-West. For a preat many vears. in-
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decd until the last year or so, it was thought
the South-West was unsuitable for sheep.
But that idea has been dissipsted, and to-
day it is recognised that the South-West i+
destined to play 2 very big part in the pro-
duetion of wool, wmtton and fat lambs, Fnr
many years past I have advoeated the pr..
duction of fat lambs in the South-West. |
intend to keep on with that, because I f i
that we can riva] New Zealand in that in-
dustry. We have a better climate than hLa-
New Zealand and we have all the neeessary
facilities, and now that the industry has
been inangurated, our production of fat
lambs will be very large in the future. On
this guestion of the production of wool,
sheep and fat lambs, T regret the Gover:..
ment have not seen their way clear
to go on with the construction of
the Bovup Brook-Cranbreok railwar.
That Boyup Brook-Cranbrook distriet iz a
part of the State but little known at the
present time, or rather but little known
amongst the great bulk of the community.
But those who have interests in that part of
the couniry recognise that there is to be
found there some of the finest sheep rountry
in the State. It has a splendid rainfall: it
is wonderfully prolific, and will, T am sure,
in future play a very big part in the pro-
duction of the South-West. For the last
three years the Government have Lept that
part of the eountry in a state of virginity
by reason of the fact that they have not
fulfilled their promise to the people to build
the proposed razilway. The line was author-
ised three years ago and, in looking up some
records recenily, I found that the Develop-
ment and Migration Commission had in-
cluded it in & number of works which they
agreed fo. Their recommendation was that
it should be gone on with as early as
possible. At that time there was, I think,
something like five miilions of money bheing
made available by the Development and
Migration Commission, of which ahout four
millions were to come to Western Australia.
Out of that sum the Salmon Gums railway
was built. Then there was £400,000 odd for
the Boyup Brook-Cranbrook line, and there
were 2130 fo be provided for the Denmark
line, the Busselton drainage scheme, and a
number of water supply schemes. Al but
one of those have heen completed, and the
Boyup Brook-Cranbrook railway is the only
item on the programme that has not been
carried ont. I want te emphasise this faet
becanse there is in the city to-day a very
large deputation from the South-West and
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they will wait on the Premier to-night with
a request that the construction of this rail-
way be accelerated. The Minister for Works,
when moving the second reading of the
Boyup Brook-Cranbreck Railway Bill spoke
to the estent of a full page of “Hansard”
in enlogy of it. He said, referring to the
Advisory Board:—-

Whilst they admit that a considerable por-
tion of the large area between the Bridgetown
and Greal Southern railways, and the Kojonup
and Denmurk railways must be looked upon as
second elass, they are satisfied, not only from
an inspection of departmental plang, but also
from jersonal obsevvation, that there is avuil-
uble a very large area of first class luud, which
i vonjunction with the sceond class country is
admirably adapted for dairying and allied in-
dustries, whilst the well-watered nature of the
country and the fine climate render it well
suited to eloser cottlement,

And so he goes on. The Minister concluded

by saying this—

They have been waiting for a railway for a
long, long time. This is the first of the three
required to give the whale of that territory
proper ruilway faeilitics,

I am not going to weary the House by read-
ing the whole of the Minister’s speech made
ot that oceasion. But if what he said wns
true at that time, its truth to-day is tenfold.
Because since that speech was made it bhas
been recognised that super and clover have
revolutionised the whole position in the
South-West, and that where perhaps a sheep
eould be carried to five acres under the old
conditions, to-day three sheep are being
carried to one acre. That, surely, is an
additional argument why this railway should
he put in hand right away. Except for Fre-
mantle and Gerakiton, ithe people generally
are not very enthusiastic about the Govern-
ment’s reference to harbours. At Buambury
nothing but a little dredging has been done,
nor has the promised Engineer-in-Chief’s
report come to hand. 1 have previously
pointed out in the House the unsatisfactory
gtate of the shipping berths at Bunbury.
The position to-day is worse than ever he-
fore, and there is a crying demand for some
attention in that direction. Notwithstand-
ing the marked depression in the timber
trade during the past 12 months, 131 vessels
have entered the port of Bunbury as against
136 in the previous year. And that they
were not merely small vessels, is borne out
by the fact that the average tonnage of those
ships was 3,833 tons. Also the small in-
crease in the number of wheat vessels that
previously called at Bunbury has grown to
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gaite & considerable figure. 1 have not the
figure to hand at the moment, but it is
rapidly approaching the 100,000-bushel mar-
gin. The other night I entered the House
almost toe late to hear Mr, Stewart making
gome reference to ports, but if I remember
rightly he said it was a pity that money
should be spent on Bunbury, Busselton and
gnch harbours, and that he eonsidered it
should all he spent at Albany, so that that
port might make wmore rapid  progress.
I hardly think Mr, Stewart meant ex-
actly what he said, or that he is
so devoted an apostle of centralisation.
But we all agree that every port should have
the trade to which its hinterland entitles it,
and when [ tell you that the cargo dealt with
at Bunbury last year was valued at
£1,570,000, members will agree that itisa
very strong argument for improving the
port. The people there are not asking any-
thing unreasonable. All they say iy that
they want certain facilities provided, and the
depth of water maintained.

Hon. H. Stewart: When speaking on haxr-
bours, I read the opinions of other people.
1 expressed none myself,

Hon. W. J. MANN: I aceept the hon.
member’s explanation. As I gaid, I was not
sure whether I had heard him correetly.
However, I am very pleased to have heard
his explanation. 1 want to point out that
Dunbury suffers econsiderably by the fact
that there is no provision there for fruit
expurt, Members may be aware that last
year a record for the State was created in
fruit shipment, We sent overseas 737,636
bushel eases, and in addition we sent 150,000
bushel-cases to the Eastern States. The bal-
anece consunted locally brings the production
of last year up to about 1,000,000 cases.
That is a very tine record, one of which we
are justly proud. When I say the great
bulk ol that fruit had to pass over the
Soulh-Western railways, and had to pay an
additional railage of about 100 miles, it will
be seen that the producers in those parts are
being mulet in extra freight to that extent.
Bunbury may well ask for increased faeili-
ties for fruit shipment at that port. The
previons best in frnit export was 564,000
bushel-cases, as against last year’s record of
just under 1,000,000 bushel-cases. So I
think we have every remson to congravwate
ourselves upon the progress the fruit indus-
iry is making in this State. While on the
(uestion of harbours, I wish briefly to refer
to a promise the Premier made to the people
of Busselton when on the hustings at the
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last election. He had been asked on many
occasions to spend some money in making
the jetty a little more useful by widening
it slightly so that another set of rails
could be put in. Previously the question
had been evaded but the Premier, during
the last eleetion, definitely promised the
people in the public hall at Busselion that
if the Government were returned to power,
that work would be undertaken, The promize
is still wonfulfilled, and shippers are
suffering greater disadvanisges than they
did 2% years ago, whilst the lumpers aie
working under diffieult conditions. Thus we
can reasopably ask the Premier to keep the
promise he made on that oecasion. While
vn the subjeet of jetties, I should like to re-
fer to that at Flinders Bay. That bay does
not loom very largely as a port of shipment,
but it is used by group settlers as a port.
There is a strongly evected jetty there, but
by reason of the fact that no repairs hava
ever been earried out on i, the shore end ia
beginning to break away. I believe that
the expenditure of a few pounds at the pre-
sent time would save the expenditure of
thousands in the fudurc. I mention this he-
cause | understand it is the intention of
Millars to instal another big mill close to
Karridale shortly. If that is done, then
Flinders Bay with its wonderfully good har-
bour and deep water will be largely utilised.
I am not enthusiastic with regard to the po-
licy of the Government in continnally add-
ing to the East erth power house, chiefly
tor the reason that T consider it i3 an un-
aconomic proposition to do so, and also
that it tendx to c¢entralisation and does

not take siock of the requirements of
the people of the country. Few peo-
ple  will dispute the faet that where

the source of electric power is within 200
or 300 miles of the consuming avew,
there the power should be generated, and ac-
vepting that view there is only one place for
its oeneration, and that is Collie. Tlti-
mately the souree of electric power for the
smthern and  South-Western part of the
State -and 1 inclade the metropolis—must
he at Collie. The Government are not alto-
wether thonshtfnl of the requirements of the
people of the conntry who suffer many dis-
wlantneee, and seffer them in <ilence,

Hon. J. R. Brown: Not much silence
ahout it.

Tlon. W, .J, MAXNY: Vex, in =ilenee. The
nennle of the ecountry have jusi as mueh
right to elann ploctric power as the people
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ot the city, Their work is so much more
arduons, and every consideration should ha
given them. Those who are in small country
towns pay 1s. & unit for light and 6d. a unif
for power, whereas in the metropolis it is as

low as 1}d. There is no chance to
estahlish secondary industries in the
country under such conditions. and it
is  the duty of the Government to
assist  to  establish secondaiy  indus-

tries in the conntry as well as in the city.
So long as the Government subseribe o the
pernicious system of centralisation whieh has
been the curse of every country that has
adopted it, then the eountry wili have good
reason to complain. Mention has becn made of
the Govermnent’s forestry aetivity. I do not
intend to say much on that, because this
morning I attended a deputation to the Pre-
mier that lasted two hours and we engaged
in a ding-dong argument. Unfortuunately, we
did not get very far. T do not hold with the
policy that 1s being adopted by the Forests
Department. I have no wisk to be misunder-
stood because I do subscribe to the idea of a
forests policy. The Forests Department are
asking the people to cultivate a forest con-
seience. My reply to that is that we should
try to eultivate an agricultural conscience at
the same time. The Forests Department
have now dedicated to themselves an ares
comprising almost a million acres, and it is
alleged by those whe have lived in the coun-
try all their lives and who know the areas
in question, that at least 500,000 acres of
the territory reserved is land on which there
is no timber, never has been and never will
he, and that it is rich agrieultural land that
should be thrown open for settlement. I
simply express my disapproval of ihe action
of the Forests Departrent in closing that
urea against settlement, because there is a
great ontery for lend in that part of the
State. Many young men who are growing
up are leaving their native heath in thal
puart of the State and are being forced to go
away Trom the Sonth-West hecanse they are
unable to gel land on which they could be-
ome producers, For the first time since I
have been in Parliameunt, there is no men-
tion in the Governor’s Speech of group se-
tlement. I take that as an indieation that
the Government have at last agreed with tha
scheme iniliated by Sir James Mitchell, al-
though the scheme has proved a little more
axpensive (han was anticipated. Most hon.
members have read the repert of the
revaluation board, which report deals with
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329 lovations. Members will also have noticed
the amount of moneyv that will have to Ls
written down. As one who knows the loca-
tions concerned, I am not prepared for the
moment to make any definite statement, be-
cause suflivienl time has not elapsed for one
earefnlly to go into revaluations. A
cursory examination leads me to believe
that the hoard have not inflicted any great
hardships on the settlers. There may be
an odd case here and there where hardship
has been done, but in the main, settlers wiil
be satisfied with the work. I say eandidly
that there are many people cutside the set-
tlements who would be glad to take those
loestions at the prices put on them, and do
very well. I do not want the House to get
the idea that the valnations are not high
enough. There is one phase that may be
lost sight of, and it is that on many occa-
sions, and in quite a number of instances,
men went on the settlements with some eapi-
tal and they have spent that capital on
those locations. A lot of them have done a
great deal of very fine spare-time work. I
understand that allowance has been made
for the money that has been spent in that
way and where value can he shown. It may
be said that the revaluations do not reflect
very highly on the charaeter of the country
—and when that statement iz made I would
like members to hear in mind the faet that
in many cases money that has been spent
on those locations is not shown by the re-
valuations. What concerns me, as it must
concern every other public man, is the
amount of moneyv that wiil have to be writ-
ten off. There is just one aspect that we
must not lose sight of, and that is that
the revaluations up to the present have
heen made on the older locations, and we
expect when the newer locations come to
be revalued the loss will be not so great.
The amount of money that will have to be
written off is what was expeeted because of
the waste, extravagance and ignorance. [
consider that the blame is not altogether
that of the settlers; it is largely that of the
Government. When the Miichell adminis-
tretion handed over the group settlements,
the average expenditure was about £450 per
loeation, When the revalunations were made
recently, they ran into about £3,000 per
block. I, for one, have never been able to
see how there could be such an increase.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Interest and every-
thing is ineluded.
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Hon. W. J. MANN: I understand that.
One thing that I am proud of is the prodne-
tion that is going on st the group settle-
ments, and just as in the last decade there
was a remarkable advance in agricultaral
production, s0 in the next decade we shall
see 8 similar expansion in dairying. Very
few people recognise that 10 years ago the
value of dairying in this State was limited
to ahout £500,000. Last year the value was
over £2,000,000. That is very gratifying in-
deed, because whereas in the past money
has been sent to the Eastern States, a good
deal of it is now cireulated in Western Aus-
tralia, where the people will reap the bene-
fit. For that change I believe the group
settlements are largely responsible. Let
me give as an illustration the output of two
factories in the South-West. At Bunbury
last year there was manufactured 1,596,848
Ibs. of buiter representing an increase of
292,112 lbs. over the previous year—a very
decent increase indeed. The inerease at the
Busselton factory was perhaps more phe-
nomenal. There was manufactured at that
factory 655,549 lbs, as compared with
346,265 1bs in the year before, the increase
being 304,284 lbs. The total production of
butter at those two factories last year was
2,247,397 lbs., or put in another way 103
tons 6 ewt. The total increase was 596,396
Ibs. or 261 tons 16 ewis. over the output
of the previous year. The tonnage in-
crease for the year was 36. The figures at
Manjimup factory are equally gratifying.
Then agsin, as indicative of the interest
taken in dairying in the South-West at the
present time, a modern butter factory has
heen erected at Harvey at a cost of £17,000.
I have been informed by those in a posi-
tion to give an opinion that there is no
hetier butter factory anywhere in Anstralia.
It contains all the latest appliances for use
in ibe production of butter and is alto-
pether arranged on most modern lines. A
great deal of enterprise has been shown by
the dairy farmers at Harvey and all that is
vequired there to improve the position i
the inauguration of the drainage scheme,
which will bring into productivity many
thousand acres of rich flats. We have ad-
vocated the Harvey drainage scheme for
vears past both inside and outside Parlia-

-ent, and T am convinced that if the Gov-
crnment could see their way clear to earry
out that scheme the State would be repaid
handsomely. At Boyanup it is proposed to
erect a hutter factory. Y was surprised re-
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cently when 1 was told that a census hal
been taken of the dairy stock in the Boy-
anup distriet and it had disclosed that where-
as a few years ago there were 400 or 500
cows there, to-day there were 6,000 in that
comparatively small area. That is a very
gratifying expansion indeed. Another but-
ter factory is to be erected at Margaret
River. To my mind =ll this development
veflects back on the group settlement opera-
tions because had it not been for the pro-
mulgafion of that scheme, we would still
be lagging slong far hehind in development.
I went to say & word in advocacy of the
establisnent of an agrieultural college in
the South-West. There is no such institu-
tion available at present, and there is a
public demand fur it. At the South-West
Conference, which was attended recently by
between 70 and 80 delegates, all praclical
men from various parts of lhe State, this
yuestion was debated at lengih and the
speeches showed there was a decided de-
mand for the provision of such an insti
tution. I am convinced that the Governmens
<hould aecelerate agriculiural research work.
Any country of note that has shown a
decided advancement in agriculture has cer-
tainly speeded up its researech work in that
direction. The Government are doing sone
thing along those lines, hut ecertainly not
sufficient to rope with the requirements of
this State. I believe money spent in that
direction will be wisely spent and the re-
~ults will redound to the eredit and henefit
of the State, particularly to the primary
producers. A number of pests that are
known elsewhere have made their presence
felt in the South-West and these include the
ted gnite and the Iucerne flea. I be-
lieve svience could come to the aid of the
<ettlers and lead the way in dealing with
those pests. If that were done, it would
mean the saving of much money in the
Future. Another matter T wish to refer to
Lriefly, relates to onr wmain roads. The Gov-
vtnov’s Speech includes a paragraph dealing
with that subject, and the Government have
indiented their intention of amending the
Main Ronds Aet. Perhaps we ronld havdly
expeet to have references to the report of
the select commiiter that investiwated main
roads matters included in the Governor's
Speech, but I hope the Government will take
notice of the information contained in the!
teport. Many things were disclosed which
I do uot intend v gov inte now, but it is
vertain that fhey do not redound to the
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eredit of the State. I hope that many of
those features will he obviated in the future,
for we do not want a repetition of many
things that happened in the past. I hope
the Government will give the report of the
select comwittee due consideration, and tous
see that the interests of the State benefit
aceordingly. Sinee we passed the Main
Roads Act, o great deal of information has
been obtained in regard to ihe inability of
the local authorities to pay the guota de-
manded of them  Thaose of us who heard the
evidenve taken by the select committee can
testifv that in every instance ihe local gov-
erninyg authorities stressed the hnpossibility
of paying the amounts that would he de-
manded of them, and that if payvment were
insisted upon, those bodies would have to
go ont of action. I make no apology
al this stage for concluding my remarks
by veferring to what I consider the
tallure of the Govermment to do their duly
in fostering the toutist tratiic. Fach year
=itce [ bave been a wmember of this Cham-
ber, I have referred to this matter, which
is of considerable interest to wme and, I
believe, of iulerest to the State as well. So
long a» 1 am a member of the Counecil 1
inlenil to advocate greater regurd being had
fur this traffic and the trade that comwes
with it. 1 have repeaiedly called ation-
tion to the inudenuaey of the accommoda-
tion al Cave Iouse and to the faet that
each year hundpeeds of people capnot pus-
sibly stay there duiinz the season hecan-o
the accommodation i3 not available. I am
positive that if Cave House were run pui-
vutely instead of by the Government, the
Licensing Board would come down like a
thousand bricks on the licensee and insist
upon more accom:aedation being provided.
The Licensing Board, nuite rightly, insist
upon additional aceommodation being pro-
vided if they regard it as essential, I fail
to see why the Licencing Board, if they are
eareful regavding private individuals, shonl 1
not be just as eareful in dealing with tho
State. Tf there ix one plave throughout
Western Australia where more accornmora-
tion is required, it is at Cave House,

1lon. L. J. Yelland : For how many weeks
m the vear isx the aceommodation over-
taxed?

1lon, W. J. MANY: Tt is uot a malier
of week«, bnt of -even or eight months ia
the vear. T do not ask the Government tv
embark upon something of a questionable
uature. Cuve House is a proved money-
earing institution and money spent theie
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will be more than recouped to the State.
There is no question about the value of the
tourist tralfic and I recently discovered some
figures that staggered me, as I am sure they
will stagger hon. members. Quite recent'y
the Capadian Bureau of Statisties pub-
lished a return showing that during last year
the tourist traflic brought into Canada no
less than 250,501,000 dolars, or £50,100,200,
which is five times the revenue of Western
JAustralia. Those figures seemed almost in-
conceivable, so much so that I made inves-
tigations to ascertain whether the report was
nceurate. 1 found that the figures were n
ueeordance with. State reports and, further,
that it was estimated that 103,245,000 dol-
lors, or £20,649,000 was estimated to have
been spent by Canadian tourists abroad dur-
ing that year. Of course Cunada has a
wreater population than Anustralia, buf Wf
tonvists could bring into Canada a revenue
of £50,000,000 in a vear, then we in Aus-
tralia oucht to be able to secure as great a
revenne in proportion to our population. It
has to he remembered that such a revenae
i+ practieally all profit. We have a varieiy
of attractions in Awustralia, and in Western
Austrealia we have attractions from the Ah-
rothos to the Leenwin.

Hon. . W. Miles: From Wyundham to
the Leeuwin.

Hon. W, J. MANX: That is so. I think
the, Government, from the business side ol
the question, quile apart from the senti-
mental aspect, eould foster that traffiec with
ilecided advantage to the State. The Gov-
ernment should wake up to the possibilities
nf the tourist traffic and frade, and see that
something is done to promote the interesi:
of this State in relation to that traffic. I re.
arel that opportunity was not taken by the
Qovernment to be represented at a confer-
ence held in Melbourne this week. That
conferenee was the outrome of the efforts
of the Development and Migration Commia-
<ion’s movement to attract tourists. In the
Eastern States the Ausiralasian National
Travellers’ Assoeiation has been inangur-
ateil to wive effect to that scheme, and
£75,000 has heen contribnted hy shipping
companies and others for expenditure on
propaganda ealeulated to attrnet fonrvists,
Every State in the Commnonwealth, apart
from Western Australia. was represented a*
the confercnce.  We sometimes compliin
that the people in Eastern Anstralia do no*
evidence a kindly disposition towurds wus
in the \Wesl, On the other hand, if we &3¢
down aud allow these conferences to take
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place without taking steps to have a dele-
gate present to draw attention to the inter-
ests of this State, we deserve all we gut.
The other day I investigated the available
figures to ascertain what the Tourist De-
partment of Western Australia costs the
taxpayers. I was astonished to find that
aparl from saluries and so on, the woney
voted for the department amonnted to
£350. That is positively ridiculous! Here
we bave a tourist trafic and trade weorth
hundreds of thousands, if not millions of
pounds to Australia and yet the Govern-
ment of 1his State nre prepared to allocate
only £330 to the department for the pur-
poses of udvertising and so on. Originally
T believe the vote was £300, but for some
extraordinary reason the amouunt was eut
down to £350. How can we expect to maka
any progress with our tourist resorts if that!
is all we are prepared to spend along thoss
lines¥ The Tourist Departwent has dore
woaders with the money available; I am sue-
prised the departmental work has prov:1
so effective. There is one other matter )
wish to mention and it also has a bearing
on the fourist traffie. I trust fhe Govern-
men will pay seme attention, through the
Fisheries Depertment, to the depletion of
some of our angling wafers because of nef-
ting. The waters I refer to arve prineipally
the estnaries and rivers in the recognisel
tourist arens. A few years ago it was pos-
sible to visit any of the estuaries and in-
dulge in wonderfully good fishing. Nettiow
was permifted in the waters, aud they have
heen cleaned out. As soon as the fish be-
gin to multiply sgain, they are raked o4t
by one or two fishermen. It may be said
that to do as T snggest would infliet a
hardship on people, but we have a very
long coast line and there is any quantity
of fish to be obtained without eombiny places
that are an undoubted advantage to tourist
traffic. Last Easter it was my privilege to be
in Vietoria and T was motored to severul
plares on the coast that T had not pre-i-
ously visited, and I was astounded at the
number of people eamped on kLttle ereeks
for no other reason than to get a bit of
fishine. There were scores of eamps alone-
side the erecks and some of the peonle haid
ionrnexed 100 and 150 miles to enjoy the
fishine. It redounds to the credit of the
Vietorian Qevernment that they  have
storked those waters and kept them for ihe
enjovment of the people. I am sure more
rodd he Pome with onr waters: they eomiq
ho stocked snd so the attractions of the
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State in that respect could be inervased.
supporl the motion.

HON. J. R. BROWN |North-East)
[5.32]: It is not my intention te speak at
any length on the Addvess-in-reply. We
listened with interest to the Governor's
Speech, which while vather lengthy was de-
livered in His Excelleney’s best style, There
is no need for us to discuss what the Gov-
ernment have done. That is a thing of the
past. We are locking torward to what the
Government intend to do during the las*
sesston befere the general election. T am
sure that tie Government do not intend to
bring down any econtentious legislation bul
that they are prepared o go quietly throungh
this session. Amongst the items mentioned
is legislation for the establishment of
a rural bank. I do not understand what
form a rural bank can take without confliet-
ing with the Agricultural Bank. It is some-
thing new to me, but evidenfly the Govern-
ment have their ideas on the question. Other
members who have spoken seem to be in the
dark as to what the Government’s intentions
really are. The Speech makes reference to
an amendment ol the Health Aet. The Gov.
ernment have in mind ecertain amendments
that they consider desirable. T believe there
ts room Tor improving the Main Roads Act.
[t seems trom the speeches of country mem-
bers that quite a lot of dissatisfaction exists,
especially regarding the manner in which
money has been expended on the roads. 1
hope the amending Bill will have the effeat
of providing something conerete and definite
for the henefit of the rand beards. A redis-
tribution of seats Bill is to be introduced.
That measnre will concern this House very
much. T think it is a measure that should
emanate from this Chamber. A redistribu-
tion of seats for the lemislative Assambly
was foupght out in another place, and T do
not ses how it comes within the provinee of
another place to dictale the honndaries for
Couneil provinees. The Rill shonld he intro-
duced here through the Chief Secretary or
private member, I admit it will he diffieult
to introdure a measure that will give satis-
faction to all parties.

Hon, A, Tovekin: How counld yon fix the
houndaries?

Hon. J. R. BROWN: T do not eare what
form the measere takes. So far no memher
has referred ta this Bill and T merely state
my opinion that it <hounld originate in this
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Houxe, Then it could go to another place
and we would know exactly where we stood.
We might even be able to square each other
on fhe question of the boundaries desived.
We hbave read uand heard much recently
allout arbitration. .An amending Bill is to
be brought down this se-sion. 1 remember
u previous vreasion when it was sought to
ameid the .Arbitration Act. One member,
who 1 think is in the Chamber at present,
spoke in high praise of the sponsor of the
teasure and we thought it would be passed.
but that same member tubled no fewer than
38 amendments to the Bill. T do not know
how the amending Bill will fare on this ocea-
sion.  Fveryone here seems to condemu the
Arbitration Court, but we are not permitted
to bring in a measure that will be of beneft
to the workers. After all, the Arbitration
Act ix for the benefit of the workers, not for
the bencfhit of the eapitalist or the members
of this House. However, members here put
their foot down and rvefu<ed to give us owr
own way.

Hon. H. Seddon: Yuu have the best Arhi-
tration Act in the world.

Hon. J. R. BROWN: We want an Arhi.
tration Court that can enforee its own
awards. What is the good of the eourt it
no notice is taken of itt

Hon, G. W, Miles: That is right.

Hon. J. R. BROWNXN: It is of no use hav-
ing an Avhitration Conrt that cannot declare
a strike on or off.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Is not that an argu-
ment sagainst it?

Ton. J. R. BROWN: No. If we had a
perfect Arbitration Act, we would have some-
thing to work on. No reference is made in
the Speech to a hospitals Bill. T do not
know whether Lhe Government intend te
bring down another measure to finanece the
hospitals. Last session we had a spocial Bill
which propo:ed a tax of 115d. in the ponnd,
but it was fired out hy this Chamber,

Hon. E. H. Harris: No, we did not fire
it out.

Hon. J. . BROWN: The hon. memhe:
may put it a= he likes. Did the Bill go
through?

Hon. Siv Edward Wittenoom: The other
Hon=e yefused to aecept it.

Ton. J. . BROWX:  Aecept it! After
it kad heen killed here! Sinee the l.otteries
Bill wns infrodaced a few years ago. a num-
hor of new members have been e'ected to
thix Chamber who favonr such legislation.
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if the Qovernment again introduced a lot-
teries Bill, it would have a very good effect.
T have a news cutting dated London, the
9th April, referring to the sweep on the
Derby, The demand was so greal that the
staff had to be doubled and the organisers
decided to limit the issue of tickets to
1,000,000. The sweep is thus the largest in
the world. The organisers were undecided
whether to split the sweep into two seetions
or double the prizes, That shows what is
being done elsewhere. Jf we had something
on the same lines, look at the money we
could make! The Minister for Health does
not seem to realise how much a sweep
would produce. If he objects to calling it u
sweep, let him call it & polden casket, or if
he does not like that, let him call it pre-
mium bonds. Whatever he calls it, all thoss
things are a gamble, and it is idle to at-
tempt to argue otherwise. [f we had =
sweep, lottery, premium bonds or golden
caskef, people would be surprised at the
amount of money it wonld attract from
overseas. But for Tattersalls, Tasinania
would he off the map. The @Government
of Tasmania make quite a lot of money out
of those sweeps. Look what Queensland
has been able to do with its Golden Casket
funds! That State has been able to provide
millions of money for charities sinee the
Golden Casket was begun. What can be
done in Queensland ean be done here. T
should very much lke the Government to
adopt some such method of raising funds.
If they wish to camouflage it, they ecan
esll it what they like, but we do want soie-
thing of the kind in Western Australia. A
measure which i3 not mentioned in the
Speech but which I understand is to be sub-
mitted this session is a profiteering Bill. On
A previous oceagion we had a similar meas-
ure before the House, and it was mutilated
-—chueked ont.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Do you mean it was
merely amended?

Hon. J. R, BROWN: There are several
classes of people I wish to mention who
should come under a profiteering Aect.
There is the rents man, the man who owns
pronerty. Tn Perth to-day there are peopin
paying as mueh as £20 a week rent and
they have not taken that sum in three
weeks, Tt micht be that the present is just
a dull time, but the fact shows that rents
are too hich, A man in receipt of the basic
wage of €1 7s. has to pay as much as 33s.
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4 weele for a devent house. He cannof get a
S-roomed house unywhere near town for
less than 33s. a week. Jf he went away ont
into the sand dunes and walked two or
three miles from anywhere, he might get u
place a little cheaper, but it would bhe vecy
wneonvenient.  Such rents should be re-
duged. There should be & fixed rate and &
man should he prohibited frowm charging
more. A doetor should alse he prohibited
from charzing more than a certain fee for
an operation. Faney a doetor taking a
patient out of a warm bed, putting him on
the operating table and opening him up at
u charge of ten guineas for the anaesthetis!,
£t fur the opening up proeess and anothor
¢4 for a third doctor to hold a towel and
wipe his instruments! By the time the man
ix sewn up again, their verdict may be that
they c¢annot do anything for him, and yut
thongh he is bevond recall, there is a hill
of 110 gunineas or more.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Where did that hap-
pen?

Hon. J, R. BROWN: 1t happens all
around Perth. There should be a maximum
charge for an operation. A doctor should
be permitted to charge only so much per
hour. Of course he might go slow on the
job, but then the patient would be likely to
die and the doetor would lose his reputa-
tion. Consequently, he would have to be
reasonably fair to keep his reputation.
Then, after a man has been murdered by
the doctors, an underteker is called in to
bury him and he is just such another pro-
fiteer. He grabs up the corpse, puts it in &
box and takes it away, and then there is a
bill for 30 guineas. The charge is ountrage-
ous. Undertaking should be the work of
the Government; the corpse should be taken
away and cremated. There is a matier to
which I would like the Government to give
consideration and that has reference to old
aze pensions. T do not know whether mny
sngoestion eonld be met by rewulation or
othstwise. It is no wnse asking the Com-
monwealth Government to do anything.
Thexy are as hard as nails and will
do nothing. The State Government,
however, could easilv don what T am
roing to suggest with rvesard te  old
age pensioners, invalids, and incapacitated
pensioners, men who reaeh the age of 60 and
eannot work, but are not actusally invalids.
Theee nged persons shonld all be allowed a
free pass onee a vear either to go from the
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eoast to the eountry, or come from the coun-
try to the coast. Whenever I go to Kalgoor-
lie I meet some of those old men. They are
living on £1 a week. It takes every penny
of that to enable them to keep body and soul
together. Some of them may have friends
in Perth, and those friends may be willing
to put them up for nothing for a week, a
fortnight or a month. If the men c¢ould come
to Perth for a mouth from the goldfields and
be put up by their friends, the change would
do them a world of good. The £4 they would
be enubled to save would go a long way
towards the purchase of necessities. When
their boots have worn out, in the ordinary
course of eventys they have to get a pair from
someone or go without. It is the same thing
with their clothes. They cennot hope to re-
new them on €1 a week, The trains are run-
ning just the same, and the extra cargo in-
volved in finding voom for these old men
would not make much difference to the
amount of steam consumed by the engine in
hauling the train to Perth. I hope the Gov-
ernment will bring in some measure whereby
a pass cun be given to these deserv-
ing old pensioners. I saw that some-
one was writing to the papers the other
day suggesting that this should be done
during the centenary year. Such an act
should not be confined to the centeunary
year, 1t should be done every year. There
are not many men invelved, but several of
them would be glad to have the opportunity
of coming te the coast, or going from the
coust to the country. The least we ean do lo
cheer up these old people in their deelininy
days is to give them a change of this kind.
1f members could only hear the disheaxten-
ing aceounts these nien give of their mode of
life, and listen to the tale of the hardships
they endure, they would be astonished. I
have had a good deal to do with them and
know their position well. We have heard
a lot about the eost of production being too
high. Every member who has spoken this
session bas talked about it. They always
refer to the high rate of wages. They claim
the wages are responsible for the position.
It does not occur to them that motor cars
hove s mmetiing to do with it. Let any mem-
ber glauce down St. George's-terrace as far
as Bennett-<treet and see it it is possible to
park a car anywhere on either side of that
thoroughiare. The cars do not belong to
the workers. These are the things that are
making the eost of living so high. They all
have to be maintained and paid for, It costs
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between £5 and £6 a week to keep one of
them,

Hon. J, Ewing: Do not the workers own
motor cars?

Hon. J. R. BROWN: How could a worker
ou the basic wage keep a motor ear, and be
honest? Hundreds of primery producers
who keep motor cars are dishonest. That is
where the trouble is. People should start
at the top of the tree, and not atteiapt fv
cut down the poor worker. Some 30 years
ago men who could not afford to huy an old
erock of a sulky for £15, to-day are run-
ning motor cars worth £350.

Hon, J. Cornell: My bread carter has a
motor car.

Hon. J. R. BROWN: Perhaps he has a
share in the dough. Members should think
of these things, and should not aftempt to
ent down the basiec wage for the worker who
has so little to spend. It takes the worker
all hig time to keep his stomach inflated,
without thinking about motor cars. The only
chance he has of getting one is to steal it.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Will you give us your
views on the tariff?

Hon. J. R. BROWN: That is for mem-
bers like Mr. Nicholson to deal with. They
put the Bruce Government—which gave us
the high tariff—into office,

Hon. J. Nicholson: Does not My, Secullin
want & hundred per cent. tariff?

Hon. J. R. BROWN: He did not get it
through, and did pot intend to do se. I will
not say any more as 1 do not believe in long
maudlin speeches. I have much pieasure in
supporting the motion.

On motion by Hon. J. Cornell, debate
adjonrned.

flanse adjourned at 3.50 p..



